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Who, What, Where was/is Helmut Schwarz

It was August 1982 when | attended a conference of having to make second proofs was more a rule than
as a representative of Elsevier Science for the first an exception. Rather than acknowledging that quite a
time in my life. There were about 1000 participants few “typing errors” were a result of his poor hand-
at that International Mass Spectrometry Conference writing, Helmut sometimes exploded when he saw the
in Vienna. It was exciting to meet so many famous many errors in his proofs. With the introduction of
scientists whose names | had often seen in the Inter- personal computers, the desk editors heaved a sigh of
national Journal of Mass Spectrometry and lon Pro- relief expecting they would no longer have to try and
cesses. | kept my eyes and ears wide open and tried todecipher Helmut's handwritten notes and corrections.
remember which faces and voices belonged to which It was a big disappointment to find that Helmut re-
names. It was not always easy since | met about 100 fused to have a computer in his office claiming that
new people every day. However, there was one personhe was too old to learn how to use it.
there who | knew immediately | would never forget. When Mike Bowers asked me to write something
He approached me because he was looking for oneabout Helmut in the special issue on the occasion of
of my Elsevier colleagues. What struck me were his his 60th birthday, it occurred to me that | only knew
shining, penetrating eyes, which looked so friendly at him from a publisher’s point of view. | therefore de-
the same time. It was of course der Herr Professor cided to invite a number of his friends, colleagues and
Helmut Schwarz. former students to write a concise vignette express-

Little did 1 know that | would meet and contact ing something they found characteristic of Helmut.
him regularly in the next 20 years because, there and | specifically asked for a handwritten text, because
then, Helmut accepted an editorship of the Interna- | thought that would be more personal and it might
tional Journal of Mass Spectrometry and lon Processesconvince Helmut that it is not impossible to write
starting in January 1983. Thus, not only has Helmut legibly. The vignettes are collected and published
reached the respectable age of 60 this year, but he haon the following pages together with some photos
also been an editor of the journal for 20 years! and a collage of photos which together show some

Helmut has been an excellent editor with many in- of the places where Helmut has been in the past
novative ideas. However, it has not always been easy 20 years.
to deal with him. The desk editors and typesetters in  Dear Helmut, congratulations on your 60th birthday
particular often had a hard time with him because his and 20 years’ editorship of this journal. It has been,
handwriting was atrocious and usually totally illegible. and remains, a privilege to know you.

The corrections he wrote on the proofs of his papers Swan Go (Formerly Publishing Editor of the Inter-
did not seem to make any sense, so that the necessitynational Journal of Mass Spectrometry)
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